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Wisdom, Strength, 
Beauty, and the Three 
Pillars 
Why are they out of order? 

 

In our fellowcraft lectures we learn of the five orders of architecture; two roman, 

three Greek, and it is the Greek orders we most revere. So much so that we have 

associated them with our three primary stations in the lodge. The Corinthian pillar 

we connect to the Junior Warden and the virtue of beauty. The Doric we connect to 

the Senior Warden along with the virtue of strength. And to the Master in the East 

we associate the Ionic and that great virtue of wisdom. But as we go through the 

various explanations, we discover that some of these associations are counterintui-

tive at best.  

The Doric column was modeled after the frame of a robust man, and so associating 

it with strength seems natural. It could easily be claimed that we then associate 

strength with the senior warden, because the senior warden is charged to create 

harmony, which is the strength and support of all societies, more especially of ours.  

The Corinthian, the order associated with beauty, is given to the Junior Warden. We 

could say this is a connection between youth and beauty, as we are a linear race and 

as the junior precedes the Senior and the Master, it can be presumed to be associat-

ed with youth. But it is also distinguished among the five orders as the true master-

piece of art. Shouldn’t the masterpiece be the domain of the master of the lodge? 

The Junior Warden’s station is also the station of Hiram Abiff, who while he was con-

sidered very wise, was certainly no looker according to any of our lectures or histori-

cal accounts. 

The Master of the lodge is naturally associated with wisdom. This makes all the 

sense in the world. But why, then, is wisdom associated with the Ionic? The Ionic 

column was modeled after of the form of an agreeable young woman, of elegant 

shape, dressed in her hair. One could drag the concepts of the sacred masculine and 

sacred feminine into the conversation, but it’s certainly an odd choice to associate a 

distinctly feminine order with master of a male-only organization. And besides, 
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wouldn’t the feminine Ionic be a better fit for virtue of beauty and be coupled 

with the junior warden? 

The Ionic is considered most geometrically complex to draft, the Doric the 

best proportioned and thus strongest, and the Corinthian the most beautiful, 

so that follows with the explanation “the wisdom to contrive, the strength to 

support, and the beauty to adorn,” but a Corinthian capital isn’t a freehand 

doodle. It takes amazing skill in proper proportion and technique. And if 

we’re putting so much stock into geometry, maybe we should be taking a 

second look at the Composite which combines the two into a single, elegant 

form.  

John Keats wrote “Truth is Beauty; Beauty Truth” so if we may be bold 

enough to apply this to Freemasonry, it then begs the question is truth better 

associated with the Junior Warden and his plumb or the Master and his 

square? 

These are the questions for which lodge coffee is brewed in pots rather than 

cups. How do we make any kind of practical sense out of this mish-mash of 

competing symbols?  

Something Freemasonry makes fairly clear from the beginning is that when 

Masons use the word freemasonry they often mean geometry, and when 

they say geometry they usually mean morality. From the lessons of the Com-

mon Gavel we know that a stone is a metaphor for ourselves or immortal 

soul, and that a building is essentially a divine plan, but also a social structure, 

and how we fit into it, creating sort of a single harmonious being. 

The Orders section begins in the following way:  

By order in architecture, is meant a system of all the members, proportions 

and ornaments of columns, and pilasters; or, it is a regular arrangement of 

the projecting parts of a building, which, united with those of a column, form 

a beautiful, perfect and complete whole.  

Let’s translate the symbolism of this. 

By order in morality, is meant a system of all the reason, ethics, and virtues of 

a moral school; or, it is a regular arrangement of the self or society, which, 

united with a school of morality, form a beautiful, perfect and complete 

whole.  

If you accept this translation then what it’s saying is that you can’t be ex-

pected to support yourself or a society, unless it’s grounded in a logical, rea-

sonable system of morality. What if the Orders of Architecture represented 

schools of moral thought? What if the Greek Orders represented Greek 

schools of philosophy which paired with the virtues of Wisdom, Strength, and 

Beauty? Would then their pairings make more sense because it is to the 

Greeks, and not the Romans, to whom we are indebted for what is great, 

judicious, and distinct in moral philosophy? 

For the conspiracy-minded, there are some interesting parallels between the 

Orders and schools of philosophy.  

 

Read This Book! 

Th e S ubtle Art of 

Not Giving a F*ck 

By Mark Manson 

Want to read an approachable, modern, 

practical take on Stoicism? The author 

claims up and down that he’s not a Sto-

ic and his book is not Stoicism but you 

know what? It’s Stoicism. And why not 

be proud that it is? Great minds think 

alike.  

Also, we need a bit more Stoicism in our 

lives, because the truth is that bad 

things happen. They happen every day 

to people who don’t deserve it. And 

while it might not be possible to predict 

every bad thing that may happen to 

you, it is at least possible to predict that 

bad things will happen. 

Changing out lot in life doesn’t change 

that impenetrable truth. If you’re a 

poor person with problems and you get 

rich, you’ll be a rich person with prob-

lems. But they will, most likely, be 

better problems.  

This is the cornerstone of Manson’s 

argument. The secret to living a good 

life is not to avoid problems. It certainly 

isn’t to stew and ask why you have so 

many problems. The secret is to get 

better problems!  



The Corinthian, Beauty, and Epicureanism 

The Corinthian most closely aligns with the Epicurean school, which posits 

that the best things in life are those that bring the most pleasure. This was 

not meant in the hedonistic sense, rather a utilitarian one in which costs 

and benefits are weighed and the right is that which creates the highest 

amount of overall happiness. As beauty is dependent on its evoking of up-

lifting joy, the parallel is obvious. In modern times this is called Utilitarian-

ism. 

Making choices for the greater good of the majority is why Spock sacrifices 

himself to save the Enterprise in Star Trek: The Wrath of Kahn. It’s why 

Gandalf took the leap in Fellowship of the Ring, and Obi-Wan took a dive in 

the Death Star so Luke and company could get away.  

Utilitarianism doesn’t always mean someone has to die, of course. Sharing 

a pizza instead of wolfing down every slice, holed up in the bathroom, even 

if that is what you really, really want to do, is a form of Utilitarianism. It’s 

not always fun, and practitioners are prone to martyrdom, but it’s usually 

pretty defensible. Bringing happiness and satisfaction is a great thing. 

As for the duties of the Junior Warden, this goes well beyond ordering the 

right pizza toppings to make everyone happy at dinnertime. One of the 

most solemn duties of the Junior Warden is to investigate unmasonic con-

duct when charges are brought before a lodge. It’s a serious duty that re-

quires the beauty of truth, and the rectitude and aplomb of good judgment.  

 

The Doric, Strength, and Stoicism 

Greek Stoicism can be viewed in a similar manner to other Greek philoso-

phies of the time, like Skepticism and Cynicism, in that it didn’t strive to 

improve through changing Man’s nature or discovering the unknown. It 

accepted the world as it is and believed that unhappiness only came about 

when reality crashed headlong into surprise. It was thus the duty of the 

Stoic to remain strong, accept life for what it is rather than what you want 

it to be, and press on. It’s a philosophy that is neatly summed up by Church-

ill when he said, “If you’re going through Hell, keep going.”  

Man, the Stoics believed, had the inner strength to overcome their trou-

bles, adhering to the logos, or divine structure which connects all people, 

through the adherence to the four cardinal virtues of Wisdom, Justice, Tem-

perance, and Courage. Man cannot improve the world. Man can improve 

himself and that will improve the world.  

The parallels to the Doric, the best proportioned and sturdiest of the Or-

ders, modeled off the form of a robust male, are obvious. This contrasts 

slightly with the Tuscan which better fit the later Roman Stoicism of Marcus 

Aurelius and the Meditations which focused more on living the simple life, 

common humanity, and the attainment of tranquility. 

 

Men’s Support 

Groups 
 

Freemasonry is an organization ded-

icated to improving the character 

and lives of its members, so it’s 

weird to me how little time we dedi-

cate to talking about our problems.  

That’s not Freemasonry’s fault. A 

lodge gives us the perfect sandbox 

for character improvement. But the 

responsibility for asking about and 

sharing challenges is on the broth-

ers. 

In my lodge, Arcana No. 187 we 

formed a men’s support group and 

the response has been heartening. 

It’s not crying and trust-falls and 

group-hugs. We’re Masons and we 

meet on the level, act on the plumb, 

and part on the square.  

Bonus:  

If you are in Minnesota and would 

like assistance setting up a men’s 

group, contact me at: 

matt@practicalfreemasonry.com 

Steal This Idea! 



The Ionic, Wisdom, and Virtue Ethics  

The Ionic is described specifically as a mean order between the Doric and 

Corinthian. So what is the mean philosophy between the stark, pessimistic 

coolness of the Stoics and the optimistic, happiness-seeking Epicureans? 

This can be viewed as representing Aristotle’s Nichomachian ethics, also 

known as Virtue Ethics which demonstrates that the ideal action is that 

which is derived from the medium virtue of two vices. For instance, courage 

is the median between foolhardiness and cowardice. It’s a beautiful philo-

sophical system which, like Freemasonry, depends on practice of good vir-

tues, which will eventually lead to good conduct as second nature. 

So, why would Nichomachian ethics pair with wisdom and the Eastern chair 

so much better than the Epicurean focus on making good decisions or the 

Stoic focus on keeping a cool head? Because leadership is finding a balance 

between different options and responses. Between maintaining standards 

and maintaining joy. Between justice and harmony.  

The Master is the intersection between the vertical, the needs and conduct 

of the mason, and the horizontal, the needs and conduct of the lodge. The 

Master of a lodge doesn’t get to be a strong, robust male, or a true master-

piece of art. The Master is the column which lies between the volutes of 

need and want. 

 

Matt Gallagher 
Practical Freemasonry 

 

And just like the problems, we can’t 

avoid caring about things. We are hard-

wired to care about things. But we can 

learn to prioritize what we should care 

about, and let go of what doesn’t 

matter.  

The irony is that Mark Manson believes 

he’s not a Stoic, but sorry guy. It is what 

it is. 

...Read This Book continued  
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AND IF YOU'RE NOT WILLING TO MAINTAIN YOUR HONOR, WHAT ARE YOU EVEN DOING HERE? 

Coffee Talk! 

• Of the three Greek Orders, 

which one appeals to you the 

most? 

• Which one the least? 

• Do the Roman Orders get a bad 

rap? 

• Do you use any kind of moral 

systems to help make choices or 

live your life? If so, what? 

• Do you think someone needs 

moral systems to be good? 

• Why do people have such a hard 

time being good?  

• Where do you get your morality 

from? 

• Can someone do the right thing 

by listening to their heart? 


